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1. The Tirst indication of an impending purge within the DDR Ministry
of Forelgn Affairs was contalned in 8 epeech given 29 April 1950
vy Florin, chief of the Minigtry’'s Political Affairs Departuent, in
honor of the "International Laber Day" (1 #ay). The speezh lasted
nearly two hours and culminated in awarding the "actlvisi” title
{end 300 DM Easzt) to 25 persons, i.e.,, tO every foarth empioyee of
the Ministry. Florin's theme was "Wegtchfulness®, apainst "the im-
perialistic Anglo-American spy and betrayer ¢f the labor: x ~lass”
#ho is "lving just cutside the door to peceive with open arms” those
#ho are not on gunard or are weak or indifferent. The speec¢h in-
eluded the usual Communist slogans: “Fight for Peace, "Pight
against the war-mongering Anglo-Saxons®, "Devole vourself to the
sreat protector of the world’'s progress, the Soviet Ualon, which
speated a new society, new production records and is leading the
world in new inventions, new art and new literature." “Devote your-
self to the great leader, the geniuz Stalin.” Florin concludsd
#%th a cail for the elimination of indifference and apathy and for
initiation of ever greater watchfulpess and “activism.”

2. During the tirst week of lay it became evident that Florin's speech
was not merely a routine relteration of slogzns, but was t£o become
the basis For practicsl application of the policies contained in
the specch. In the beginning of May Budolf Helmer, a mewber of
the School Section and chief of the Ministry's SED Shop Group, in-
formed incividual employees of the ¥inistry that he and the sén
which he rzpresents will see to 4t that no anti-SED sentiments and
actions and no bourgecls laxity are tolerated., He sunmarily dis-
missed (fra) Kautz who had ovenly prided himself on his political
indifference. He alsc subjected {fnu) Jeusel of the legal depark-
ment, an SID uember, to 2 public reprimsnd for the labter's failure
to participate In discussions . and gelf-criticism during the SED
Shop Group weetings. Helmer, in his reprozch to Heusel, stressed
the faet that while a non~party mewber may be praised for his work
and awarded the title of rgetivist”, much more is expected of the
party member, who must dally prove his activism. Meussl wes warned
that unless he improves he wiil be subjected to diseciplinary action

by the party.™
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in his talks with individual employees, Helmer reminded them that
they should always be cautious in their conversations outside the
office, should, with the exception of those who must pass throvgh
it on their way to and@ from the 'inistry, avoid going to Vest
Serlin. and that sach of them should observe the actions and words
of his friends and fellow-workers and report all violations. As

a result of Helmer's warning all employees are now expected -to act
as volantary informers: only thus can they demonstrate their "demo-
eratie” sentiments and be certain of retaining their positions.

4, Although several politically indifferent non-SED employees will
doubtless be dismissed from the ‘inistry in the next few weeks,
the real purge will be directed against the non-activist S5ID mem-
bers in the hope that the purified SED element will act as a
catalyst on the whole “linistry.

25X1X6 _t is a well known f-ct that the llinistry of
Foreign Affairs is "eontaminated" by bourgeois personnel brouzht
intc the “finistry inadvertently or by design by the CDU “linister.
o one has expeeted that such a statz of affairs would be alloned
to continie indefinitely. That it was permitted to exist until
now was doubtless based on the SED National Front policy requiring
support (or at least non-resistance) from the remnants of the
Soviet Jone bourgeois parties (CDU and LDP). Now, however, due
to Dertingser's de facto defection to the SED, the Central Secretariat
of the S3D evidently fesls that 1t can initiate a purge of the un-
desirable persons in the ‘linistry without sericusly interfering with
the N¥ational Front unity poliey.
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